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With thousand folded hands Our best reverence to our Guiding Light
We bow to Late SHRI SARDAR PATEL Shri K. M. Munshi
Father of our Institute Vice-Chairman (1939-50)
Chairman (1939-50) Chairman (1951-69)
ARCHITECT
A\ A
&Qﬁ &?ﬁ
(U3 0) (U3 C0)

P CH N2/ P CHN2/N
e SIS o e =Sl o
74 ao ,a(,)\ /(ao Q(,)\
20 2
Y/ Y/

Our salute to an able Administrator and
Founder Principal of BACA & Director of Institute Late Dr. M. D. Patel (1940-70)
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Late Shri Bansilal Sheth Late Shri Amrutlal Sheth

(1989 - 1974)









Dr. N. M. Patel, Ex. Principal
B.A.C.A., Erstwhile Institute of Agriculture &
G.A.U. now Anand Agricultural University, Anand

:: FORWARD :: Dr. N. M. Patel

When | was asked to write the forward to this book, | was extremely happy for the very
simple reason that if a booklet was written on the life of Prof. Ambubhai and published by his sons &
daughters alongwith ‘Nivrut Krushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand’ as decided by the noble and highly
cultured family, it would really portray the glimpse of the lifelong efforts made by Prof. Ambubhai,
for his achievements. And that, the present youth would draw inspiration from his "karma Yogi life"
and would be able to conquest the pinnacles of progress in their future lives.

Prof. Ambubhai's past students & workmates who worked with him have contributed their
write up to this booklet which depicts the Ambhubhai's working & teaching methods & policies and
educating temperament, dedication to work, preseverance and his skill & knowledge in studying
the various problems in depth and thereby arriving at solution.

| cherish and congratulate Dr. Paneliya & Dr. Soni who has edited this tome covering the
various facts of Prof. Ambubhai's life, in its entirely. | also thank Prof. Ambubhai's acquaintances on
note, who have taken pains, to pen down their memories of association with him and these are, Dr.
paneliya, D.B.Desai, Dr. S.T. Patel, Dr. Davabhai, Dr. Jivanlal, Dr. S.K. Patel, Dr. Girish, Dr. Vikram, Dr.
Jaisani sir & others, who had made meticulous efforts to achieve this endeavour.

Dr. Paneliya deserved a special gratitude for his untiring efforts for the typing & proof
corrections of the draft of a nice brochure & bestowed to all retiree members of “Nivrut Krushi
Adhyapak Mandal, Anand” and the depts. of B.A.C.A. and university library as well. My heartfelt
gratitudes are well deserved to our Guruji Ambubhai sir, for answering the several questions posed
by Dr. Paneliya, even at the age of 100 years. All family members also deserve appreciation for
providing their extended whole hearty support to editors and also providing patronage prop-up,
otherwise this works would not have been areality.

Again | whole heartedly thanks to all those have directly or indirectly contributed for such a
nice exertion.

Yours sincerely,

Dt : 07/08/2024 }:gp_i

Anand (N.M.Patel)




:: Acknowledgement ::

Hemantbhai A. Patel

At the time of get-together function of "Nivrut Krushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand” of
Erstwile GAU now AAU on 28-11-2023, my father Prof. Ambalal Jivabhai Patel aged 100 years, Prof.
&Head (Retd), Plant Pathology of B. A. College of Agriculture had also attended it. He presided over
the chair and was honoured by all who attended the function.

At that time, | mooted my thoughts for falicitating a centuraian Prof. A. J. Patel by publishing
his biography and distributing to all members of association. | expressed my views to president Dr.
Paneliya. He gladely accepted my manifesto. Thus, we both decided to publish a monograph
counting memories of Prof. A.J. Patel and paying tribute to his services to the Institute of
Agriculture at that time & erstwhile GAU, now AAU and B.A College of Agriculture, Anand too.

Numbers of retired professors and scientists worked with Prof. Patel also agreed to pen
down their sweet memories, asociation and acquiatances with my father and pay respect to him.

Some informations and few photographes of Prof. A.J. Patel were provided from my family,
rest of the information like his working place, scientific research work he handled, number of P.G.
students he guided, his biodata ete. were collected from the Dept. of Plant Pathology of B.A.C.A.,
Anand.

Therefore, | am very happy to acknowledge my sincere thanks to all those who have pen
down their precious thoughtsin the form of an article to be published in the booklet.

Special thanks are due to Dr.Y.M. Shukla, Principal B.A.CA., Anand and Dr. Ramijibhai Parmar
present H.0.D, Dept of Plant Pathology & entire his staff. for taking keen interest and providing the
necessary informationin time.

Thanks are due to all Retd. Professors, Principals and other colleagues, who contributed
their writeup about Prof. AJ. Patel.

Specal thanks are also due to Dr. J.R.Paneliya & Dr. N.V. soni for their whole heart of support,
keeninterest and painstaking efforts in editing, compiling and proof reading of monograph.

Thanks to typist Shri Vinod Panchal and the owner of Printing Press Shri Jayeshbhai.

Yours disciple

(X
N kg
Dt:07/08/2024 M ~
Anand (Son of Prof. A.J. Patel)




FROM THE FOLD OF COPY READERS
Dr. J.R. Paneliya Dr. N.V. Soni

The precious day of 28" November, 2023, was a unique one, when we all members of ‘Nivrut
Krushi Adhyapak Mandal Anand’ celebrated a 'Sneh Milan Samaroh' after DIWALI of the year 2023.
Prof. Ambubhai J. Palel, a legendary & Centurian Professor, presided over the chair as a President.

During the function, his son Hemantbhai was assisting him & was sitting nearby me. He
expressed his affections to celebrate a grand function on 08-08-2024, when his father, Ambubhai
will be completing his hundred years. Moreover, he also appealed to write & publish a book entitled
"Memoir of Centenarian Prof A.J. Patel.”

The entire expenses, including a lunch on that day will be borne by his family. In addition to
this, he also offered to distribute a copy of the book to all retired members of the association.
Moreover copies of the book are to be donated to all depts. of B.A.C.A. including university library
also.

We accepted his manifesto with pleasure and started working for the nobel exertion. We
discussed with few past students and his colleagues, who had worked with him. All have pledged to
give full co-operation and whole hearty pop-up for our GURUJI'S biography. Most of them are ready
to pen-down. one write-up to share their thoughts of association with Prof. Ambubhai Saheb. We
both got under way collecting the needed information of his biodata, his family life and background,
qualifications, his service records, his charity etc. We had also discussed with him, through our
several meetings with him and his family members at his home. Everybody extended their full
support with jubilation.

This is how, this worthy cause has been a reality in the form of a book entitled "MEMOIR OF A
CENTENARIAN PROF. AMBALAL JIVABHAIPATEL.”

At this instance, we both editors convey our appreciation & sincere gratitude to all those
who have directly or inderectly helped us in such anoble cause.

Especialy, | thanks to Mr. Milind H. Patel, a grandson of Ambubhai for providing me his
navigation, whenever | have asked for, to take me to & fro from my home to his home at V.V. Nagar. |
also thank to Mr. Hemantbhai who visited several times at my home.

Jai Jawan & Jai kisan’

2 ploni_
Dt : 07/08/2024 —

(J.R. Paneliya) (N.V. Soni)
Anand
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Prof. A.J. Patel was honoured by one of his meritorious student and colleague named
Dr. D. B.Desai, Ex. M.D. Navbharat seeds Pvt.Ltd, Ahmedabad and alumni of BACA donated fund on the
name of his mentor Prof. Ambubhai in the year 2012 for awarding Prof: A.J.Patel Gold plated silver medal
to a student of BACA securing highest aggregate OGPA in the subjects viz. Plant Pathology, Nematology
and Microbiology being taught by the Dept. of Plant Pathology at U.G Level of B.A. College Agriculture,
AAU. Anand.
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(1) Development of boreaux mixture and bordeaut paste

(2) Cultivation method of edible mushroom and their large scale production, storage and
marketing to hotel business.

(3) Developing the method of rhizobium culture production and making its pouches in a
larger scale for the distribution to farmers for their leguminous crops cultivation,

(4) Developed the technique to test the potability of drinking water.
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(1) AICRP on seed born diseases of field crops and their control measures
(2) Soil borne diseases of crop plants and field management.
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PROE A.J. PATEL'S PORTRAYAL

Dr. ].R. Paneliya Dr. J. G. Patel Prof. (Retd.)
Prof. (Retd.), P1. Physiology Pl.Patholgy, BACA, Erstwhile GAU,
BACA, Anand now AAU, Anand

Prologue :

Professor Ambalal Jivabhai Patel, popularly kaown as Ambubhai Patel, among his colleagues
and the circle of agricultural scientists and all bureaucrats at state and national levels and referred
to as ‘Topiwala’” Ambubhai Saheb by all the colleagues and workers of the institute, is a unique
personality as professor and researcher of the Dept. of Plant Pathology, B.A.C.A Anand. In the discharge
of his duties and obligations to the fulfillment of the the objectives and the philosophy behind the
development of the Department of Plant Pathology at B.A.CA. was unique one. He coined his acumen
and skill in various areas, such as agricultural education in general, and plant protection in particular,
the menace of crop diseases, research planning, development of departmental infrastructure, vision
for the future, personneal management and effective and fruitful liaison with the machinery of the
erstwhile institute of agriculture and subsequently with Gujarat Agricultural University and finally
the B.A.C.A. To me, it seems it is well nigh impossible for any one, to detail his role and achievements,
as well as the various attributes of his professional life in a single article, especially of one was to
wirte it purely on a reliance of one’s memory of one’s association with him, during one’s period
of service with the Institute. To write a biographical sketch embracing all and atributes such Prof.
Ambubhai Patel, would be a herculean task for any one, in absence of attainability of a doccumented
information.

Personally for both of us, it was bliss to be associated and be working with him and under
his guidance of stewardship while winning his confidence of appreciation was very heaven. We both
have therefore, an honest yet humble effort to recall the events where, we had the opportunity to
deal with him personally and thereby venture to bring out some specific but very vital accredits of
Ambubhai’s all dispositions right from his birth, childhood, students life, professional characters and
family or social life etc. according to our association with him and our judgement.

(I) BIRTH, PLACE AND EDUCATION
The notable sentiments of Indian culture says that,
“Paurusham no halum gneyam,

Sankalpo beej muttamam;

Shraddham toyam tatha khetram,

Jeevanam karshaka vayam”.



Meaning hard work done to achieve something in one’s life is our PLOUGH. Determination, is
the best SEED and faith is our WATER. Besides, life is our FIELD and we are it's FARMERS.”

In order to determinate these noble sentiments of the Indian culture, and to justify the saying
that, this earth is full of a variety of Jems; DABHAN, a small village of the former state of Baroda, ruled
by Geakwad, is located in Charotar region, between reviers MAHI and VATRAK, the most fertile land
of the state of Gujarat. Now falls under the districts kheda and Taluka Nadiyad is the native village
of Prof. Patel. Prof. Ambalal was born in village NARSANDA at his maternal’s home on August, 08,
1924 to mother DAHIBA and father Shri JivaBhai, son of Chaturbhai Patel. They were five brothers,
but deprived of sister. Prof. Ambubhai is third among five brothers. He was brought up in the family
of a leading citizen of the village Dabhan. A Landlord, well cultured and progressive farmer. It is said
that, the traits of any child could be noticed while it is still in the cradle.” And accordingly, special
virtues and cultural values were inculcated in Ambalal, right from his childhood. He brought up in
this highly cultured villagers and studied up to the Gujarati standard fourth at prinrary school of the
same village Dabhan and then he joined SARSWATI Highschool at City Nadiyad. Thereby, earned his
secondary education there, from the year 1940 to 1946. He passed his matriculaton examination of
Bombay University in the year 1946. He was the first, among the three stedents of the same village,
who cleared the metriculation examination. Other boys were, Harman Patel and Raoji Patel. These
were the first three boys to pass metriculation examination from the Village DABHAN. After passing
the metric exam, he cleared the Firt Year Science examination from the M.T. B. College at Surat in very
next year. He then secured admission in the year 1947 at the B.A. College of Agriculture at Anand, a
newly started College in the year 1947 in this region of middle Gujarat, by the erstwhile Institute of
Agriculture (kishi-Go-Vidya Bhavan), Popularly known as ‘KHETIWADI’ amongs the tongues of all
peoples of the district ‘Brahad kaira’ now Anand district of the state of Gujarat. During his college life,
he got selected as the General Secretory (G.S.) of the SRC of the college, thereby he remained in good
book & close contact with College Principal, Dr. M.D. Patel then, he was also holding the post of the
Director of the, nstitute and the secretary of the governing body of the Institute, which was started as
the private Institute, prior to Indian Independence era in the year of 1939 by the freedom fighters and
well wishers of farming communit, viz, Sarva shri Iron man of India, Late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
and the great educationist Late Dr. K.M. Munshiji were the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, respectively
of the Institute and Dr. Maganbhai Patel was the Director of the Institute and the Principal of the B.A.
College of Agriculture, which was started in 1947, from the generous donation of rupees five lakh by
a millionaire Sheth Shri Amaratlal Hargovandas of Ahmedabad. Prof. Ambalal earned his B.Sc (Agril.)
degree in the year 1950, on completion of a three years degree course in Agricultural Sciences.

(II) SERVICES TO AGRICULTURAL ORGANISATIONS

Prof. Ambubhai, after completion of his studies at the level of bachelor’s degree, joined the
services of the erstwhile Institule of Agriculture at Anand, as the Graduate Assistant in the year 1950
on a newly started Experimental Commercial Farm Project (E.C.F.P.) of the Institute of, Agriculture.
At this occasion, he explains in his own words, how he got this service, saying that, | had good
opportunities to come in close contact with the director Dr. Patel Saheb, as General Secretary of S.R.C.
of the college, then, when I earned my B.Sc. (Agri.) degree in 1950, there were several factors for
my unemployment. During that time, I was looking for the service, as it was badly needed for me.



Reluctantly, I thought to meet Dr. Patel Saheb at Institute of Agriculture, Anand ‘If he could help
me for the job . when [ met Dr. Patel saheb on 1% August 1950, surprisingly’ he told me that “your”
appointment order has been issued and mailed to your home address, to work as a Graduate Assistant
on commercial farm of the Institute”. On hearing these words, I could not control to show my joy and
plaesure.

I joined as Graduate Assistant on commerial farm on 2" August 1950 and lateron I was
pramoted as Assitant Farm Manager on 1-10-1952 on this farm.

Further he explained about his begining of service in his own words uttering that ‘During my
service on the farm, I learnt a lot from Dr. Patel Saheb, as he used to visit all farms of the institute, in
the morning sesion regularly, dressed with, khakhi half pent and white half sleeved shrit and chappal
in his feet with umbrella in hand. As I was newly appointed on the farm, Patel sabeb was guiding
me about the farm operations and how to get more lucrative crop production per unit area. He was
readily sanctioning our all requirements to run farm operations and suggesting means to accelerate
farm production economically viable. Always he used to give oral sanction immediatety on the spot
to purchse essential farm requirements, so that work is not delayed. During my working as a farm
manager, [ learnt a lot about hard work, sincerity, honesty & punctuality for my future carrier from
Dr. Patel saheb.

‘His planning to have higher, training of the teachers of the institute in foreign countries is
highly appreciating. He was very kind enough to depute me for higher training in plant pathology in
USA in the year 1960, to earned the degree of M.S. in Plant Pathlogy, from the Kansas State University
of Agriculture Science and Technology.

As described in above paragraphs by Prof. Ambubhai’s own words, how he had started his
service as Graduate Asstt. and subsequently became a farm manager of the commercial farm of the
Institite of Agriculture at Anand. He was very happy to explain about his posting at the institute of
Agriculture at Anand.

He worked on commercial farm as farm manager up to the year 1956. Later on when Dr
Madhubhai Desai, Asstt. Prof., Plant of Pathology went abroad to U.S.A. for higher study, his vacancy
was filled up by Ambubhai’s transferred as in charge Asstt. Professor of the Dept. of Plant Pathology on
01-01-1956 Where he taught both subjects, viz. Bacteriology and Plant Pathology too. In appreciating
his works of both research and teaching, the authority of the Institute pramoted him as a regular
Asstt. Professor of Plant Pathology on 22-06-1958. Thus, he got reward of his sincerity & honesty for
the works entrusted to him.

Recognising and appreciating the services rendered by A.]. Patel, the Institute deputed him
in 1960 to the university of Kensas State in America for, his higher study leading to M.Sc. in Plant
Pathology. The Kansas State University on noticing his past achievements and his studies there. At
the end of first semester he awarded a Junior Research Fellowship upto the completion of his studies
there. He completed his studies for Master of Science in Plant Pathology during stipulated time.
Thereby, Kansas State University of Agril and Applied Sciences awarded him the degree of M.Sc.in
Plant Patholgy on 11" August 1961. He then left USA for his homeland India, While his return joureny
to India, he visitd the countries like U.K, Farnce, Holland, West Germany, Switzerland, Italy, all being



well advanced for Agriculture research and development. Thereby strengthened his knowledyge on
Agricultural research by self visiting the research activities being carried out in these countries at
that time. This entire tour was sponsored by the Kensas state University of U.S.A.based on the request
of Dr.M.D. Patel. what a good relation was developed by, Dr. M.D Patel with Kansas State University
and state goverment of Kansas and also with the U.S.A. government too.

No sooner he returned to Anand, the Institute reposted him on the same post from where he
was deputed, ie. the post of Asstt. Professor of plant patholgy. Then he worked on this post till the end
of yeur 1970 and taught subjects of Plant Pathology, Microbiology, Bacteriology and Mycology too.

(III) CHRONOLOGY OF SERVICES HE RENDERED

Sr. Agricultural Education, Research, Period
No. Extension and Administration From To
1 |Appointed as Graduate Assistant on Experimental Commercial 02-08-1950 to 31-07-1952
Farm Project (ECFP).
2 | Transferred as Assistant Farm Manager on Institute farm services 01-08-1952 to 28-02-1953
of Pilot Extension Project.
3 |Transferred back from pilot extension project to commercial
farm as the Research Assistant & Farm Manager too. 01-03-1953 to 21-06-1960
4 | Pomoted as Assistant Professsor in the Dept. of Plant Pathology 22-06-1960 to 30-04-1963
and Bacteriology of B.A. College of Agriculture, Anand.
5 |Transferred on the post of Asstt. Prof. of Bacteriology along 01-05-1963 to 30-06-1968
with research project on bacteriology.
6 |Posted as Research Officer in the project on Bacteriological 01-07-1968 to 31-12-1969
Research.
7 | Appointed as the incharge, Head of the Dept. of Plant Pathology 01-01-1970 to 31-07-1971
and Bacteriology
8 |Promoted and posted as Professosr & Head, Dept. of Plant 01-08-1971 to 31-08-1984
Pathology at BACA. (Till his retirement)
9 |Nominated as the Chairman, Post-Graduate Students Union as 01-08-1971 to 30-6-1974
an extra-curiculam activities.
10 |Nominated to works as Editor of B.A. College of Agriculture 01-08-1971 to 30-06-1976
College Magazine
11 |Worked as Assistant Rector for the U.G. students hostels. For the period of five years
while he was Assistant Professor
of Plant Pathology
12 |Nominated as the rector of college hostels after Dr. M. V. Desai | For a period of three years, when
left for U.S.A. he terminated the contract system
from students cafe and started
self managed kitchens. Thereby,
students could get quality foods
at a reasonable rate. What a
drastic changes he could do in the
interest of hostel boys.




(2) Publications

Sr. No. Category/kind Number
1 Articles related to farm production 05
2 Articles related to plant protection 25
3 Research papers based on research work done 30
4 Research Project handled and reports submitted as PI and 09
Co-PI
5 Co-auther of text books on the subject of Bacteriology, | Prepared mimeography/
Mycology and Plant Pathology. Cyclostye note of the
6 «  Author of Text Book, Practical Manual for Bacrteriology, | subjects  of Bacteriology
Mycology and Plant Pathology. and Plant Pathology. Also
« Co-author of Gujarati book entitled, “vanaspit rog |prepared laboratory manuals
shastra’. for these subjects.
7 Popular articles published on crop protection through plant 15
disease management.
8 Recommendations on plant disease management/control. More than 10

(3) Radio Talk, T.V. Talk, Teaching at Post-Graduate Level

Sr. No. Particulars Number

1 Radio and T.V talks concerning plant protection measures of six from Pij centre of
various crop diseases and their management aspects, use of All India Radio and
bactericides and fungicides etc. four T.V. Talks

2 Post-graduate Teaching : More than 20
Number of students earned M.Sc. (Agri) degrees in M.Sc. (Agri.)
Bacteriology, Microbiology, Virology, Mycology and Plant
Pathology disciplines.

3 Scrolls of Honour Five

(IV) HIS PHILANTHROPY TO AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH

Due to his sincere and pains taking efforts in teaching, research and extension activities of
35 years of services, he rendered for the welfare of students and farmers. He could contribute the
following benefactious to the State of Gujarat and India as well.

1. Techniques and control measures of various diseases of field crops.

2 Management of soil born and seed-born diseases of field crops.

3. He had developed more than twenty researchers through his P.G. guidance.

4 He had trained quite a large number of his fellow colleagues, who had worked with him under

his command and guidance.
Control measures for the damping off disease of crops.
Control measures of mango malformation and die-back disease of mango shoots.

Control measures of ‘papaiya’ stem rot disease.



8. He evaluated bordeaux mixture & paste for the control of Citrus gumosis and other plant
diseases.

0. He successfully raised edible mushroom in the interest of farmers.
10.  Survey & Surveillance of crop diseases to farmers fields for entire gujarat state.
11. He worked as P. G. Seminar co-ordinator till his retirement.

12. Worked as S.R.C Chairman to guide & assist the S.R.C in their Co-curriculam activities like
sports, debate & social services to the surrounding societies & nearby villages too.

13. He was nominated for five year as a Chairman of the College Library Advisory Committee.

14. He was pioneer in establishment of laboratory for mass multiplication of Rhizobium and
Azotobacter spp. at ‘GUJCOMASOL Ahmedabad on request of Dept. of Agriculture, Gujarat
State, for fullfiling the requirement of farmers of Gujarat at a reasonable rate with quality and
large scale supply to catter the seed treatment of useful microbes for the needs of entire state
of Gujarat. Hon.Vice Chancellor of erstwhile GAU, then had granted a special permission for
the said work to Prof. Ambhubhai to act as a guide for the said project in ‘GUJCOMASOL. This
permisson was given on the special requtest, made by Hon. Director of Agriculture, Gujarat
State, Dr. G. A. Patel.

15.  He acted as the first councellor (Zonal President) of western zone for Indin Phyto Pathological
Society, IARI, New Delhi from Gujarat.

16.  He was pioneer for proposing following new departments to ICAR with the financial help form
the central goverment.

(A) Dept. of Plant Virology at G.A.U. in B.A.College of Agriculture, Anand.
(B)  Dept. of Agril. Microbiology, in B.A. College of Agriculure, Anand

During all these times, he earned for himself, a name as an excellent teacher both at
undergraduate and post-graduate levels. He also earned similar name as a very good researcher.
More than 20 students earned their M.Sc.(Agri.) degree in Bacteriology and Plant Pathology under his
guidance. Thereby, he had developed many agricultural experts. He also developed various methods
of crop husbandry and crop protection from disease and pests thereby to achieve the pest control to
have better crop production per unit of land for various crops through departmental research. The
table indicating the chronology of services rendered in agriculture education, research and other
related fields and position is presented ahead.

(V) RESEARCH PROJECTS HE HANDLED

In those days farmers were not at all aware to control crop pest & disease and were loosing
their crops through the attack of these nuisance. Very meager researches were done to combat crop
pest and disease. To get reed of this menace, the Dept. of Plant Pathology carried out research to
protect the crops from attack of such devastating hezards and epidemic melody of serious crop pest
& diseases.

He proposed several reasearch projects to various institutes / organizations and NGOs
for Institute of Argriculture and BACA at Anand, to carry on research for the control of pest &
diseases of field crops. Under his guidance and leadership following research projects were
handled and completed by the Dept. of Plant Pathology during the period from 1961 to 1984 till his
retirement.



List of research project handlled by Him:
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11.

12.

Pest & diseases management of field crops.

Project on control of citrus gummosis.

Project on control of cotton alterneriya disease.

Project on control of Auriyo fungi.

Project on control of soil born diseases of crop plants.

Project on control of seed born disease viz.,, downey mildew disease of Bajra.
Developed the techiqtes for control of gummosis of bajra crop through seed treatment.

Proposed a research project on seed born disease & submihed to Indian council of Agricultural
Research (ICAR) financed by central goverment, long back and Project is continued even at
todays. Several recommendations to control seed born diseases of field crops are emerged
through this project and already advocated to the farmer & researchers for further advanced
research.

Project on development of rhizobium culture and it’s large scale production in the form of
packed pouches to facilitate the farmers use for cultivation of legeume crops like groundnut and
pulse crops.

Government of Gujarat had requested the Dept. of Plant Pathoalogy and Bacteriology at B.A.
College of Agriculture for the testing potability of water. Department of Plant pathology had
gladely accepted the request of the state goverment and the services were Provided by the
college, under the technical guidance of Prof. Ambubhai Saheb. This services continued for
several years, untill the state government could established its own testing laboratory.

When he was appointed as the Asstt. Rector of college hostel. He shouldered this duty very
sincerely and worked efficiently. Only because his sincere efforts, the contract systems of student
messes were shut down. And the self managed messes were run by the student’s advisory
committee, under the guidance of rector and assistant rector especially Prof. Ambubhai, at the
time of the then Institute of Agriculture & being continued even at the time of erstwhile G.A.U.
and it holds true even today in A.A.U. This is the land mark developed by Prof. Ambubhai. Thereby
students were and are getting quality foods at a very reasonable rate through self managed
students mess. This concept was given by Prof. Ambubhai. What a marvellous thought in the
interst of college students. Salute to such a devotee and well wisher Asstt. Rector, Ambubhai.
Present day rectors and all Asstt. rectors should take note of such an exceptional and outstanding
works.

We all Retd. Agril. Scintists, teachers, farmers of Gujarat and all bureaucats remember well that”
RHIZOBIUM” culture, an unique biofertilizer, particularly for pulse crops is a good combibution
developed by Ambubhai, which has proved boon for the cultivation of pulse crop, need not to
give spplementry application of nitrogeneous chemical fertilizer. This culture was being mass
cultured and paked into poly pouches, which were regularly made availabe to farmers under
able supervision and guidance of a marvellous researcher Prof. A. ].Patel.

(VI) HELPING HAND TO AGRICULTURAL BUSINESS

How can any one forget the contribution that Prof. Ambubhai has made to edify his homeland

district of kheda (earlier was KAIRA) and later on KHEDA and his own village DABHAN.After his
retirement, he shifted to Nadiyad, form where for a period of sixteen years (1984 to 2000), he



remained busy for social activities viz. farmers advisory services, religious activities and donations
to poors needy students for their education.

Say for example right from the year 1984 he is donating R 10,000/- every year to the SANTRAM
TEMPIE at Nadiyad. which is in vouge event to date. Not only this, his grandson Milind has told that
it will be continued till his life time. He is donating some amount to the english medium school at his
native village Dabhan.

His own obedient student (lateron Student become his junior) Dr. D.B. Desai when went to
U.S.A. for his higher study, at that time Ambubhai had made a good financial help to D.B. Desai. Dr.
Desai(then become owner and M.D. of Nav Bharat Seed company, Ahemdabad) had remitted his
‘GURU DAXINA’' by donating a gold medal on the name of his ‘GURUJI” Ambhubhai, to the student of
Plant Platholghy being awarded as ‘Prof A.] Patel Gold Medal “every year. that is how the pupil has
surpassed the ‘GURU’. Even today Ambubhai’s family is helping to the poor and needy students for
their higher education. A best way of charity is doing for the weaker section of the society.

His advisories to the ‘GUJCOMASOL’ a goverment venture at Ahmedabad, by visiting frequent
to that office, only on the request and advise of Hon. Director of Agriculture, Gujarat State in those
days. He denied for the Honorarium offered by the ‘GUJCOMASOL This is also a way of charity to the
civil society, as the ‘GUJCOMASOL' a goverment venture is only for the farmers benefit. This honorary
services were provided for a period of ten years.

He had also provided the advisories to the G.S.F.C. Ltd. at Boroda for the use of Rhizobium
culture to reduce the need of nitrogeneous chemical fertilizers for the crops like groundnut and all
other leguminous crops.

Thus, he had used his knowledge & expertise in plant protection for the betterment of farmers
and their farming for a period of sixteen years, after his superanuation from 1984 to 2000. My hats
off for such a legendary, centurian teacher, guide and exemplary Agril. Scientist Ambubhai.

(VII) DOMESICITY OF PROF. AMBUBHAI

Conception of a family life of any one begins with one’s nuptials. likewise, Prof. Ambubhai
has also got his household life through his wedding with kamlaben (a daughter of Shri Ashabhai
and mother Kashiba Patel, a landlord and well cultured family of village, Anand (now city Anand) in
(‘Revandas ni khadki, Nanu Adadh’) of Taluka Nadiyad (now Anand), Dist. Kaira (Now Anand) in the
year 1947 at his age of 23 years, while he was still, a first year student at B.A.C.A., at Anand, run by the
erstwhile the Institute of Agriculture (IAA) as the private college, affiliated to Bombay (now Mumbai)
University, prior to independence of India.

The first child of his married life is Kirankumar born in the year 1952 on 1°* April. The second
child was also a son, Hemantkumar was born on 30-09-1956. While the third one, a daughter Ilaben
was born on 08-12-1962. Prof. Ambubhai, through the agile of fruitful co-operation from his wife Lt.
Kamalaba, has instilled cultural values in all three children and provided all of them state-of-the-art
education.

Kirankumar has earned his B.E. Civil degree from B.V.M. Engineering College at V.V. Nagar. He
married on 08-07-1977 to Ms. Jayshreeben (a daughter of mother Shardaben and father Vinubhai of
village Piplav). Jayshreeben has done B. Tech. (Management) and presently, working with Morfield
Hospital, London, U.K. After their marriage, Kiranbhai and Jayshreeben both have resolved in U.K.
and doing their job in a reputed company in London city of U.K. They have two children, the first one
is son Pryank, was born in London on 27-08-1979 He graduated with B. Sc. Biochemistry in 2000,



M. Sc. in 2001 and Ph. D. in 2008. Pryank is now a Lecturer and Programme Leader at University of
Hertfordshire in the UK. Like his grandpa Ambhubhai, Pryank has also preferred to his job in teaching
profession in a very reputed institute in U.K. Still he is bachelor and enjoying his sole life with joy in
his job.

The second child of Kiranbhai is daughter Belaben born on 04-09-1984 at London, U.K. She has
also followed her grandpa and her parents, in education and graduated in Computer Science from the
University of London and now working with UBS as Executive Director. She married to Mr. Lorenzo on
25-07-2017 in U.K. Lorenzo also possesses higher degree in Engineering and both husband and wife
(Lorenzo and Bela) doing their job in IT field. They have two sons named Lucas and Leo. Both are very
young yet and studying in pre-primary education institute in London, U.K.

The second son of Prof. Ambubhai named Hemantbhai pursued his engineering
education at B.V.M,, S.P. University, V.V. Nagar and acquired B.E. Mech. degree. Upon completion
of his study, He preferred to work in a reputed Elecon Engineering Company And then married
Arvindaben (A daughter of Shankarbhai patel and mother kamlaben of town Anand) on dated 05-05-
1983. Arvindaben has also earned M. A. degree. Due to her higher qualification she had enough job
opportunities as school/college teacher. However, she did not prefer to serve, but preferred rather
to remain a good house wife, dedicating to her family. Thereby, she could take care of her inlows and
entire family. Being an excellent and obedient housewife, she has instilled good inculturation in their
both sons and she is taking utmost care of Ambubhai, like her own father. This is how she proved to
be a very kind mother and an amenable and dutyful housekeeper. Present days young daughters and
wives should learn a lesson from her act of assistance and a helping hand to their family, so as to make
their family life happy.

Hemantbhai and Arvindaben also have two sons, the first one Milind was born on dated 03-
04-1985 at Anand. Milind being an admirable student, has earned degrees in hospitality and Hotel
Management from Malborne city of Australia. He had made his mind very earlier to have his own
private business in the field of hospitality and hotel management. That is why he has selected his field
of study in ‘Hotel Management and Hospitality’ at abroad. After completion of his study from Australia,
he returned to his motherland India and started his own business in his field of hotel management
in Anand city. He is also providing a good catering services, alongwith his own restaurant named as
‘Container Bistro’ at Anand, nearby ‘Chikhodra Chokadi’ at National highway. Milind has married to
Arpita (A daughter of Haribhai and mother Bhavinaben of village Kanjari, near by Anand). Arpita
is also a very brilliant in study and has obtained M.Sc. degree in LT. from the S.P. University, V.V.
Nagar. She is very stern follower of her mother in low (Arvindaben) and did not prefer any job, but
she has selected a path paved by her “Sasuji” to become good homemaker, like her colloquial, she
had foregone her good job opportunities, only to serve a royal joint family holders including her
grandpa Ambubhai, her own inlaws, her consort Milind and for their sibling son Hiyaan. Being such a
immolation young wife stay-at-home. Arpita, [ may salute to such a noble young descendant. Present
days young couples should take a note of such a adolescent and teenaged wife Arpita and her mate
Milind too, so as to make their future, like Arpita.

The second son of Hemantbhai, named Uren was born on 10-01-1987 at Anand. Why Urenbhai
can lag behind in his study? he has also followed his grandpa (Ambubhai) and all others family
memebrs viz., his father, uncle, aunty and brother Milind for his qualification and earned the degree
B.E. in Electronic and Communication from University of North Maharashtra. He, then went to U.S.A.
and settled there. And doing his job and enjoying a very high position in a reputed company in U.S.A.
He married to Shefali (A daughter of Vinodbhai and Bindiyaben of village Dabhau) on dated 18-01-
2015. Shefali also acquired her degree in B. Pharm and goes behind all ancestors of her family, upon



completion of her studies, and after having married with Urenbhai, She has also preferred the way to
U.S.A. with her husband. Both of them are well settled in U.S.A. This duo (Uren and Shaifali) has got
two daughters named Aanvi, was born on 23-09-1918 and the second one Aashvi was born on 09-12-
2022. At present these two teenagers are like a rose bud, just emerge out from their cradle and doing
well, we may hope both of them will do better in their tutoring and will make their better future like
their all elders and their forefather Ambubhai.

The third and last child of Ambubhai and Kamlaben is daughter Ilaben, was born on
dated 08-12- 1962 at ‘Khetiwadi’ Anand. Succeeding her elder brothers (Kiran and Hemant)
she got her B.Sc. degree in Microbiology from V.P. Science College of S.P. Uni, V.V.Nagar.
She has settled in U.S.A. llaben had got one daugher named Cherishma who was born on
09-09-1992 at U.S.A. She is very brilliant in her study like all her maternals, viz. her grand pa, uncles
(Mamaji), aunties (Mamiji), broher and sisters and ‘Bhabhiji’ etc. She obtained her degree in medicine
from U.S.A. She is presently perusing Fellowship in Paediatrics Cardiology and working as Senior,
Research fellow in U.S.A.

As per aforementioned elucidation, the family life of Ambubhai is like a ‘giant baniyan tree’
where all of his progenies (sons, daughter, dughter in lows, grand daughter in lows, their kids and his
‘Dohitree’) are very brilliant in thier study and each one of them has earned the meritorious degrees
in several field of their specialization. Each of them is doing excellent jobs in India, U.S.A. and U.K.
That is how all successors of Prof. Ambubhai are making the name of Ambubhai’s family not only in
India, but also in western countries like U.S.A. and U.K.

For such an able and well qualified, civilized and advanced family of Ambubhai, the only
sparcity is the absenteeism of KAMLABA, the consort of Ambubhai and the mother and grandma of
her pretty sons, a daughter, grand sons and daughters and grand daughter inlaws, as she has departed
and 10" June, 2001, when the devastating havoc made by the very severe earthquack taken place on
26" January 2001, all over entire Gujarat, was a sorrowful and dejected year 2001, for entire Gujarat
and all people of Gujarat. Thus, the almighty had unfolded the shelter of Kamlaba from all heads of all
family members. God may bless the departed soul of Kamalaba. Under such a regretful circumstances,
the gigantic and soaring personality like Ambubhai has provided and are still providing the dual
shelter of both father and mother too, for their all broods, even at the very decrepit older age of his
hundred years. Many many gesture of respect and greeting to you sir, Amubhai. My hats off for you
and your intact family and all successors too.

Congratulate to such a fortunate family to have an anlogous and towering tempramental but
light-hearted father AMBALAL JIVABHAI PATEL of village Dabhan. Who is like ‘KABIR VAD of Bharuch,
showering his benediction to all of them, which is like a favouring of almightly to the whole family of
Ambubhai.

What a magnanimous father and munificient family too. This is how the family life of sir
Ambubhai is unique and exemplary one. God may favour such an exceptionaly healthy, wealthy and
happy family of prof. A. ]. Patel.

This is how prof. Ambubhai is the honourable crowned head of a undevided gigenic kingdom/
empire in a patidar family of village Dabhan. Where, all members of whole family are living toghather
and enojying thier lives in a blended family, like a lions & lioness and their cubs are roaming and
enjoying in a Lion Safari Park of Sasan Gir forest.

Thanks a lot from the author (Dr. Paneliya) of this segment of a biography of his councellor
Prof. Ambubhai. Salute to such begetter and his menage. ‘ALVIDA’ to all of them from Jeram Paneliya.
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(IX) SCROLLS OF HONOUR HE RECEIVED

Prof. Ambubhai sir has been honoured and presented with five scrolls of honour in the form of
certiticates, medals, memento on recognition & appreciation of the admirable services and precious
contributions with respect to agricultural education, research, extension as well as social services.

The first such scroll of honour was given in the form of certificate by the United State Department
Agency (USDA) for Internation Development, U.S.A.on dated Septembet, 1960-61. The second scroll of
honour was given by the State University of Agril. & Applied Sciences, U.S.A has conferred the Degree
of Master of Science in Plant Pathology during the yeare 1961 at U.S.A. The third scroll of honour as
memeto is given Jointly by B.A college of Agriculture A.A.U, Anand, Dept. of Plant pathology and the
Indian PhytoPathological Society, New Delhi on the occassion of the special symposium on ‘Microbial
antagonists and their role in biological control of plant diseases on dated 05-07-1917. The fourth srcoll
of honours as the memento is given by the Dept. of Plant Pathology, B.A.CA, AAU. Anand on dated 10-
05-2023. And the fifth scroll of honour as a memento is given Jointly by the Dept. of Plant Pathology,
B.A.C. A,, AAU. Anand and the Indian Society of Mycology and Plant Pathology, R.C.A, MPUART, Udaipur,
Rajasthan on dated 10-12-1928.

Let us take a look at a glance the certificates/mementos awarded to prof A.]. Patel (See on page
no. 18, 19, 20 and 21.

Epilogue :

This is how, Prof. Ambubhai’s entire life has been dedicated to the buoy up of agciculture and
therby entire farming communities too. Prof Ambubhai has been a astonishing professor with very
high level of sharp intelligence and an expert in Plant Pathology & Bacteriology, the subjects of vital
importance in crop protection, from the menace of crop diseases, occur through microbes, pathogen,
fungi, mycoplasma, nematodes and malnutritin too. He has been a person who in his carirer was an
able and efficient scientist and administrator too, a person who is very honest and patient to the core
and a person whose life remained dedicated to the achievement of goals. At the same time, he has been
a person ready to wear out his life for the cause of welfare and edify of the society. Prof. Ambubhai
could be counted as one among the very few, who could match his stature in the world today. He has
remained instrumental in having all three of his children could received higher education. He instilled
in them cultural values of the highest order and sent them abroad. At this point of time, the contribution
of his spouce Late kamlaben has been matchless in this respect. The contribution of Lt.kamlaben
as the life long companion in co-operation with Prof. Ambubhai, who mostly remained engrossed
in his work deserves appreciation. In this way, I pay my respect to Prof. Ambubhai and his consort
Lt. kamlaben, for the way, they as tow some have lived their life together. In such a fortunate and
cultured family the sparsity appeared, when Smt. kamlaben passed away on the dated 10" June, 2001.
However, this Vacany is filled up and still filling up as the umbrella of the entire Patel’s family, only
by all in one and he is the soaring personatily Prof. Ambalal Jivabhai Patel, even at his hundred years
of age, being healthy and active, even at his 100" running age.“Growing age is inevitable but growing
up is only optional.”As quoted by Lailah Gify Akita ‘The spirit never ages. It stays forever young’. Prof.
Ambubhai has superbly proved this quotation.

Good bye to all veterans of agricultural sciences gathered under the umbrella of “Nivrut Krushi
Adhyapak Mandal, Anand.”



Prof. Ambalal J. Patel :
HIS FRAGRANCE OF COGNIZANCE

Dr. ].R. Paneliya,

Professor (Retd.), BACA, Anand

and Ex. President,

‘Nivtent Khushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand’

It was in the year 1976, when I joined as a P. G Student in B.A. college of Agriculture, at Anand,
for my M.Sc. (Agri.) study in plant physiology, under the guidance of Late Dr. C.B.shah, later on Fatched,
to Dr. K.G.Mehta. When I entered in second semester of my study, I wanted to give my P. G. seminar talk,
which was a 1.0 credit Course. Prof. Hirubhai Joshi, Professor & Head, Dept. of Agril. Botany, being a
member of my advisory committee, advised me to registered my name as a seminar speaker.

In those days Prof. Ambubhai was working as the Co-ordinator of P. G. Seminars. Therefore, I
happend to visit him, in his office, Dept. of Plant Pathology. When I entered in his office after necessary
formalities, he wellcomed me and diredeted to take my seat before him. He asked me the cause of my
arival. I explained the purpose of my visit. Lateron he asked about my background of qualitication and also
my past experience of service in teaching/research profession at college of agriculture, G.A.U. Junagadh
campus.

At that time I could noticed his personality as the head of the department with very simplicity. |
being a duputee of erstwhile G.A.U., he asked me about my family background and also queried about
well-being of my family members, who were at Talaja T.C.D farm, nearby Bhavnagar. He registered my
name and allotted the date and time of my seminar talk. I could noticed that there were many professors
& Heads, but there were very few as buoyant as Prof. Ambubhai. His eyes are very sharp on observations
and can peruse the face reading of the person. As a part of my curiosity, one day I asked Prof. Joshi that, Sir
Prof. Ambubhai Saheb appears to be a very light-hearted person, what is your openion? He did not say any
thing more, but he only said, your observation is very correct. That is the reason why my inquisitiveness
about Prof. Ambubhai increased. There after, frequency of my visits to him and the personal contacts,
increased, the occassions of meeting each other as student and mentor became more frequent.

I was very much impressed with various traits he has, and the disposition of Prof. Ambubhai. only
because of this, my contacts with him continued, even after completion of my P.G. study. Only because
of his strong recommendations, I could get my reposting as the Asstt. Professor of Plant phsiology at B.A
College of Agriculutre, Anand, even though there was a strong demand from Junagadh Agriculture College
for my re-posting at Junagadh.

Thereafter, our association as a counsellor and colleague have streangthened and asked me to visit
him at any time. At the time of his farewell given by college statff on the last day of his service i.e. 31-
08-1984 the principal of the college Dr. A.S Patel instructed me to say few words about the retiring Prof
Amububhai. I delivered my speech about his imputes emotionly with tears in my eyes. We had continued our
relations through telephonic talks. He is the marvellous person and possessing a varieties of competencies.
I believe that the present day youths of the civil society should especailly perceive the various facets of
Prof. Ambubhai’s life for making their future carrier. Always my hatts off for such a munificent & Lavish
professor we had in B.A.C.A.



In my sentiment, how perspective He is ?

Dr. ].R. Paneliya,

Professor (Retd.), BACA, Anand

and Ex. President,

‘Nivtent Khushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand’

Somethings is there, that navigates your mind, brings around sweet relations and memories of days
and years together, time passed over, but fills your heart with a feelings of gratitude again and again. Those
were the days of the year 1976, wha I was a post graduate student in B.A.College of Agriculture in the Dept.
of Agril. Botany, doing my P. G. course in Plant Physiology under the guidance of Dr. K.G. Mehta. And the
catalyst in this long lasting memory was Prof. Ambubhai saheb, being the then intimate friend of fromer
Head of the Department of Agril. Botany at that time, Late prof. Hirubhai Joshi saheb. Moreover, Prof.
Ambubhai was also looking after the P.G. accedemic activity and also holding the charge of P. G. seminar
co-ordinater too. That is how, he was a viaduct between P. G. students, P.G. guides, P. G. teachers and the
college and university administration as well.

It was my first-time, when I met him and talked to a person having smile all the time on his face.
I expressed the cause of my arrival to meet him as a P.G. student as he being a seminar co-ordinator to
register my seminar talk to be delivered as a part of my P.G. study. He welcomed me and asked about my
background on academic and research carrier. He also queried about well-being of my family, as I being a
deputee of G.A.U. form Junagadh campus. What sort he is by his nature ?

A man with very high intelligibility :

only at my first visit, I could judge him as a very simple man, always dressed with very simple
clothing and Gandhian white cup on his head. He was always using a bicycle as his transport vehicle, even
upto the age of his 84 years old. He, as a man with culture and immediately got mingled into the company
of all P.G. students, participating in their P. G. seminars. Later on when I got my seminar topic from the
committee member late Dr. C. B. Shah Saheb, again I happened to meet Prof. Ambubhai Saheb for his
guidance and suggestions if any for my seminar talk.

Very keen custodian of P.G students :

I came to know more about him when again I visited him in his office of the HOD in the Dept.
of Plant Pathology. I could found him very busy and serious on his table. Thereafter, whenever I went to
him, some time telling me what is being researched and was also asking me about the progress of my P.G.
study. He also inquisitive for the wellbeing my family too. whenever we met anywhere, he wanted to know
‘Khair-Khabar’ of my small kids and my mother too. What a generous and kind for a fellow colleague and a
student as well. Looking at him, somehow Igot inspired to devote more time in my studies and gauging my
score. Only beause of his blessing and good guidance, I could secured 4.0 out of 4.0 O.G.P.A in both M.Sc.



(Agri.) degree from GAU and Ph.D degree in Plant Physiology from I A.R.I., New Delhi, respectively.
His disposition:

Prof Ambubhai sir is a very simple, polite, & preseverance with very cool temprament,
soft spoken, with always helping nature and each time smiling and brutally honest too. I have
never found him loosing his posture, As a P. G. Co-ordinator, he had always guided all students
to deliver their better oration. In those days, P. G seminars were evaluated by four oracle
P. G. teachers of the respective subject, and baised on such evaluation, first rank was given to the best seminar,
at the end of last seminar of that semester. Accordingly my seminar talk entited, ‘Use of antitranspirants to
increase dryland crop production’ I got 1% rank, and I stood first amongs all speakers of respective semester.
At the end of last seminar, he declared the name of 1% ranked student to whom, he announced the award of
token prize of X.50/- from his own pocket. Accordingly he Solicitated me and rewarded the prize money.
How magnanimous he is ? Sir, my hats off for your benevolent essence.

From this very day, I remained in his scripture. No sooner, I completed my M.Sc. (Agri.) study in
June, 1978, he recommended my name to the authority of Anand Campus of the then G.A.U. was campus
Director Late Dr. M. V. Desai sir, and also to the Principal of the B.A College of Agriculture, Late Dr.
Majmudar Saheb, through the assist of his bossom friend Late Prof Hirubhai Joshi Saheb the Head of the
Department of Agril. Botany then, to retain my services as the Asstt. Prof. of Botany to streangthen the
botany teaching team. Thus, only beause of his ‘sifaris’ I could get my reposting at B.A.C.A., Anand. [ can’t
forget his intuition for the help, he rendered for my affix at Anand campus of erstawhil G.A.U.

Thought of celebrating his centenary :

After the ‘Diwali’ of the year 2023, we the members of ‘Nivrut keushi Adhyapak, Mandal Anand’
arranged a get-to-gether function “Snehmilan” on 28-11-2023 at B.A. College Auditorium. We invited him
to preside over the chair and shower his blessing to all of us. Sir has gladely accepted our request inspite of
his 100 years of age and unable to walk. He attended the function on wheel-chair at the age of 100" year,
alongwith his son Hamantbhai and grandson Milind. He remained with us atleast for constant two hours.It
shows his love and endearment for his students, colleagues and his almamater erstwhile ‘Krushi-Go-vidya-
Bhavan’, G.A.U. now A.A.U Anand and the B.A.C.A. then from where he retired 40 years back. What a
acclaim for his mother organifations, where he had passed thirth eight years of his life.

During this function he was sitting near by me on the dias and was telling me about his college days
of the year 1947-1950. When the construction of the present college building was in full swing. He told
his memorable events, saying that ‘Paneliya, we ongoing college student, were playing here during the
evening hours in the foundation pits. We were jumping the constructed walls and also gliding over the heaps
of sand and soil around there, what a cheerful life it was ?”

During our talks on the dias, his son Hemantbhai offered me to celebrate a day on completing the
100 years of his father Ambubhai on 8-8-2024, Moreover, he requested me to write a biography of his
father. That is how, Prof. Ambubhai has advised his son and family members for such a charity. Looking to



all such loyalty in him, I have kept my good relation with my mentor sir Ambubhai. Even on today, I have
kept my close contact with him. We keep in touch through our telephonic talks, via his family members

present with him.

Even at the age of hundred years, he does not have any problem of ill-health. His eye vision is very
fine, can read without the help of spects. While talking and hearing, It dose not Look that he is a very old
aged person. He can walk in his home without the help of others and without the support of even a walking

stick. It is a matter of surprise that he looks like a good healthy person of the age about 85 years old.

Salute Ambubhai Saheb and we all wish you a very happy, healing, healthy and prospour long life.

You will always remain healthy and wealthy in future life to come. Long live our ideal counsellor.
Enterprise the post superannuation period :

Prof. Ambubhai had wound up all other activities after his retirement from the post of Professor &
Head of B.A.C.A., Anand and adopted the dictum ‘Service to mankind is service to God.’Keeping faith in
this axiom he had put to see the activities involving the spread of his knowlege of plant protection to Shield
the field crops from the menase of diseases and crop pests. To achieve this puropse, he was sitting in the
office of one of the pesticide dealer, who happend to be his student & relative, in the city Nadiyad. From
where, he was advising the farmers and pesticide dealers in Nadiad and kheda, how to use pesticides and
other toxicants to protect their field crops from the attack of pests and diseases. That is how he was doing
charity by giving free advisories to the farmers of the villages around Nadiad and Kheda. on this basis, it
could be said indisputably that, making use of his knowledge of plant protection for the cause of servicing
to the farmers, to the extent possible, till he stayed at Nadiyad. This way Ambubhai is living his life in
the tune with the saying of Saint Shri Ravishankar Maharaj (the noted Sient and public worker of village
Sarsavani, Near by Mehmadabad of district (kheda) in relation to public service).We wear out our sleves
and Shine to be helpful to others, I ardently wish that his life after making a century (like a cricketer) may
turn out to be heathy, peacefula & respectable, emulative and inspiratory for one and all, known as well as

unknown.



Questionnaires with a centenarian Prof. A.J. Patel

Dr. ].R. Paneliya,

Professor (Retd.), BACA, Anand

and Ex. President,

‘Nivtent Khushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand’

Qestion-1 : Sir, can I aware of few confidential secrets of your long life ?

Answer : After giving smile on his face, he answered. “‘Paneliya, there is nothing confidential in my long
life. Everything was, is and will remain unlocked or unhidden. My life long regulrity and constant cycling
is the only secret of my longer life.”

Qestion-2 : Sir, Please let us know the mystery of making a centenarion disposition you have.

Answer : Appreciating my impatience, he answerd with laughing Loudly. He started saying that, ““during
my student life at highschool and college level, I was doing very hard work, was helping my parents
& brothers, who were putting very hard work in their farming profession. We had in those days very
crisis time. After entering the college at ‘Khetiwadi’ Anand, as a student, I was the athlete and was also
Participating in college ‘Kabaddi & Kho-Kho’ team. During my services at khetiwadi campus at Anand, |
was maintaing my kitchengarden neet and clean Thereby, was doing full physical exercise. In additon to
this, I was doing pull-jumps and sit ups even up to the age of sixty years. Moreover, I have constantly used
my bicycle as transport vehicle, upto the age of 84 years. These are the mysteries of my having healthy &
long life and completed my 100 years of life .

Qestion-3 : Sir, being a most victorious college teacher, a successful researcher and a most respect ful
P. G guide you were. To whom you will give all credits?

Answer : ‘Paneliya, I always believe my mentor and an ideal to only one, and he is Late Patel Sahab. (Dr.
MD Palel, the Hon. Dirctoror of erstwhile Institute of Agriculture and the forunder Principal of the B.A.CA.
t00.)

Moreover, in moulding my teaching and research works, Dr. N. Prasad the founder H.O.D. of the
Dept. of Plant Pathology and his followers Dr. Madhubhai Desai both have played a pivotal role. Besides,
my fallow collegues, especially Dr. Dinu Desai and Dr. Mukund Patel have assisted me nicey for my
departmental research works.

After I resumed my duty as Professor & Head of the Dept. of Plant Patholoy in the year 1971 my
confreres (coworkers) at that time remained with me were, Sarva Shri Dr. Jivanlal, Dr. Grikish valand,
Dr. S.K. Patel, Dr. Subhash and Shri Ramanlal Patel all have played crucial role in assisting me for our
departmental research projects viz., Development of Rhizobium culture and preparing its pouches to sell to
the farmers at a very reasonable rate, developing the methods of edible mushroom cutivation and projects
on soil born & seed born diseases. and their control measures. This way all my senior and jounier colleages
have had given their full and whole heartedly support. Only because of them, I could performed my duties
nicely and successfully.



Qestion-4 : Sir, being a good research planner, executor and an able administrator, to whom you will
give your commendation ?

Answer : ‘Mr. Paneliya, you are asking so inteligence questions as it seems that you are not
only an able professor and scientist but to me you are like an excellent news anchor. Well, for
all characters you have nerretted here for me. I Will give all solvency first to the 2™ Principal
and, Hon. Director of the Institute, Dr. Ranchodbhai saheb and then Dr. B.V. Mehta, the follower of
Dr. Ranchodbhai as a principal of BACA. And at last but never the least all credits of my successfulness
goes to my better half Late Kamlaben, because it is said that, “in all success of a man, his consort is always
behind it.”

Qestion-5 : Sir, I have seen you using bicycle as your transport vehical. Naturely then I may pose a
question to you, up to what age you were driving it ?

Answer-5 : He answered as laughter to my question, “saying that one day I was passing through ‘Sardar
Gunj Bazar’ on my bicycle, suddenly Dr. ‘Harikaka’ a follower of the HOD of the Dept. of Entomology met
me on the way to ‘Baliyakaka Road’. We both stood face to face. He advised me ‘Ambalal, now you please
stop riding your bicycle at the veary old age™. I answered politely ‘Sir, I have fondness for my bicycle and
itis too old as I am. I love it like my spouse, that’s why I will use it up to the age of my eighty five years
and then it will be donated to some one needy person. Harikaka used the word brevo for me and started
walking ahead.

Qestion-6 : Sir, how you were passing your post -retirement time at Nadiyad ?

Answer : ‘Paneliya, everybody has to prepared themshelves to pass their retirement life. Accordingly, I
was passing those days with joy and full satisfaction, reason being, I was using my knowledge of plant
protection in giving proper guidance and advising farmers, how to make best use of plant protection
advisories, advocated by scientists. For such social Services. | was sitting in one of the pesticide dealer’s
office, who happend to be my student and relative too.

Qestion-7 : Sir, please describe your present routine life daily ?

Answer : He answered with joy and smile on his face. He told me, ‘Paneliya, there are, two dicltums,
says that ‘Early to rse and early to bed, is the way of happy to say’ and second one says that, ‘Early bed
& Early rise, makes man healthy, wealthy and wise.” Keeping these two doctrines in mind, daily I wakeup
at six o’clock morning and start my routine with regular urination & defection. Thereafter, take my bath
without the assistance of any one. After putting on my clothes, start praying the god at least for half an
hour and read few ‘SLOKAS’ of ‘Bhagavad Geeta’ for some time. Later on I come out to drwing rorm, my
daughter in law or grand daughter in law serves me my sugar free morning tea, alongwith little breakfast.
On completion of my tea and breakfast, I read the capital titles of newspaper for half an hour. Later on I go
out side the home & sit on swing for an hour or so. By that time clock shows 11.30 or 12.00 noon. I give
justice to my lunch and sit for some time. Thereafter, I return to my bed room and take rest for a perid of
two hours, and wake up at about three o’clock and take my afternoon tea. and watching television news.
Thereafer, at about 5 pm, again go out side to sit on swing upto 6.0 p.m. at about 7.30 to 8.0 p.m. I take my
dinner in very little quantity alongwith milk. I take my medicine of diabetes only. In fact, I don’t have any
other age related problems like back or neck pain, joints pains, heart problems. high or low B. P., reduced



vision or hearing problem etc. That’s how health wise I am totaly fit. except diabetic problem at marginal
level, that has appeared even prior to my retirement. At about 9.00 to 9.30 p.m. I go to my bedroom for
sleeping and I get peaceful and sound sleep all throught whole night. This is how my routine life 1 passing
with substantial pleasure.

Qestion-8 : Sir can you narrate your remarkable achivemnt as G.S. of BACA.

Answer : he replied with proud and told me °’ Paneliya, I have to go back to my past of late
80 years. let me re-collect my memory of dated back 1949-50, was a golden years for all of us
being the last year of college. He stopped speaking for few minutes. Again he started talking with
smile on his face. ‘There were no election element, I got selected as the General Secretary of
S.R.C. of BACA, for the year 1949-50 alongwith other six secretories of various games and social welfare
activities.

In those days Patel Saheb was the founder Principal of a newly started B.A.C.A form the generous
donation, of Rs. five lakhs received from a multi-millionaire Sheth Shri Amraltal Hargovandas of Ahmedabad
in the memories of his son, Late Bansilal. Patel Saab was also the Director and Secretory the he Institute.

AsaG.S., T had several opportunities to meet Dr. Patel Sir frequently with students problems, through
S.R.C. He was taking keen interest in extra-curriculam activities of college viz. sports and celebration of
college day. Whenever we appealed him for any requirements, he was readily sanctioning it. He always
remained present at any events like sports tournament, debete competition etc. Here I am very happy to say
with proud that he has never hesitated to accept any of proposals form the student to purchase costlier items
for the sports. Always he used to advise the students to keep spirit and sporty behaviour with courage and
compassion, which are the essential traits of iconic leadership.

He has always remained very anxious and waiting with bated breath to arrange the cricket match
between staff and student on certain occasions . At this junctures, I may depict one photographs here.
showing that Dr. Patel saheb is batting in one of the matche between staff and students, where, I appear as
wicket-keeper. (Plate at the end of this chapter) paneliya, these are all my narrations I could re-collect as a
General Secretory of the S.R.C. of our college”

Qestion-9 : Sir, how do you feel for your service satisfaction in the Institute of Agriculture at Anand ?

Answer : This being a general question, you have raised, [ will answer in a universal way. We all employees
of the institute, working at any sister institution of the ‘Krushi-Go-vidya-Bhavan™ at Anand or even at
Athwaline Surat farm or at Chharodi farm. We remined very much united and always happy with work
satisfaction. All caders right from labours and peons to principals and even Director, we were working
very Lawfully at day-and-night without watching our wrist watch only in the interest of the institutions &
students as well. Only because of these hard work we had put on, today at the age of my hundreds years,
I feel much pleasure for my services that I have Provided at B.A.C.A. and the Insitute of Agriculture too.

Qestion-10 : Sir, now I may impose an administrative question to you. As you had worked from 1950-1972
in a private sector organization and form 1972 to 1984 you were with G. A.U. a goverment sector, How
could you assess both corporations?



Answer : He answered, ““Dr. Paneliya you have raised a political and very difficult question to be answered,
Eventhough I will answer it, in a rational way. In those days at the time of private Institute, there were no
time bound job. in the interest of all organinations. which were there in (Krushi-go-vidya-Bhavan) And
for the interest of students and farmers we all were working day-and-night withaut observing time. In those
days, the lectures and practicals of college students were conducted till late evening up to 8.30 p.m & even
during saturday & Sunday too. So far farm operationts are concered, were started at early in the morning
prior to sunrise and continued up to the sunset time. Not like preseunt days from 8.0 am to 5.30 or 6.0pm
or from 10.30 a.m to 5.30 p.m with 30 minuits recess time inbetween.

Moreover, there were no waterlight compartment as it is seen today, for any purchase, first you
should obtain proper sanction or permission on a paper from the competent authority, your boss to whom
such powers are wasted. Only after that you can carry out your works. Contrary to this, in those days Patel
Saheb was the only boss of the institute and he was readily giving oral sanctions in the interest of works,
during his visits on the spot. Thereby, works could not be delayed or sufferred. The necessary official
formalities for sanction on paper, were obtained lateron. That is how prompt decissions were taken only in
the interest of works.

I am very sorry to say that now-a-days, no such work freedoms are given, neither to research
scientist nor to principal of the college. These are the dissimilarities between private sectors and government
organizations.

Here, I would like to quote one example of my own project on seed born diseases, financed by
ICAR in the year 1980. In which a vehicle was sanctioned for survey works and required grant was alloted
by the central government. Even though neither I as a principal investigator (P.1.) nor the principal of the
college were empowered to purchase it. For that we had to approached the Dirctor of puschase & Properties
(D.P.P) of erstwhile G.A.U. then, who happend to be a simple civil engineer. what a crisis for freedom of
work ? [ may sayj, it is deplorable that a persion like a scientist has to beg to a simple civil engineer. Please
pardon me for my such a bitter comment or answer, for the present administrative question you have posed.

Qestion-11 : Sir, lastly you are humbly requested to give few blessing messages to the present youths
and to all of us sitting here under your “chhatra chhaya”

Answer : “Well, all my retired colleagues and descendants present here as family pensioners, I may pass on
my messages to all of you and present youths of the society, that to remain healthy, happy and wealthy; you
all have to say Good-Bye to all fast foods being consumed in enormous amount, and hexaggerating way.
Youths should get-rid-off any addiction if they have. You should try to belive in ‘Pooja-Path’ and worship
of God. Awake early in the mornig, spare some time for YOGA and physical exercise of walking speedy.

Lastly be honest and enthusiastic to your work, whereever you are working. Because there is no any
option for consciousness. Lastly god bless all of you.

Jay Shir Swaminarayana and “ALVIDA” to all present here “AB TUMARE HAWALE COLLEGE
SAATHIYO” “JAI HIND”.



Prof. A.J Patel’s uttrerance on centenary celebration
(As a part of his interview taken by Dr. J.R Paneliya)

Dr. J.R. Paneliya,

Professor (Retd.), BACA, Anand

and Ex. President,

‘Nivtent Khushi Adhyapak Mandal, Anand’

He expressed his openion, saying that “in my own views, I don’t know wheather, [ am at all deserving
to such a nice celebration of my completing hundred years. ‘Whatsoever I could do and achieve in my life,
right from the first day of my entering as a first year B.Sc. Agri. student at B.A College of Agriculture of
erstwhile Institute of Agriculture (Popularly known as ‘Khetiwadi’ Anand), till receiveing of my B.Sc. Agri.
degree in the year 1950. And thereafter, joining the service at the same Institute as Graduate Assistant on
Experimental Commercial Farm Project (E.C.F.P.) on 2™ August 1950 to the date of my superannuation
from the post of Professor & Head of the dept. of plant Pathology on 31 August, 1984, is only due to
“Rahem Nazer” and blessing of my mantor and ideal Dr. M.D. Patel saheb (Popularly known as Patel saheb)
amongst the all students and colleagues of all institutions working under the ‘Krishi-Go-vidyabhavan’ the
former Principal of B.A College of Agriculture, and the Director of the Institute of Agriculture & Secretary
of the governing body of the Institute. Moreover, Dr. Ranchhodbhai, Dr. B.V. Mehta, Dr. Avinash Majmudar
(all former principals of the college) had also played a pivotal role in moulding me and making my service
carrier most successful as a teacher and also as a research worker too.”

So far senior colleagues are concerned, the founder HOD of the Dept. of Plant Pathology Lt.Dr M.J.
Thirumalachar, Dr. Prasad, Dr. M.K Patel ( Populrly was known as Makanji kaka, the inventor of Dr. Patel’s
medium) and the most impotant amongst all was Lt.Dr. M.V. Desai, all have instilled in me, the subject
matter knowledge and the act of scientific research on the menace of pest & diseases of crop plants.

“After I have taken over as the HOD of the Dept. of Plant Pathology, all my colleagues had fully
co-operated to my works for the developmenal proccesses of the department.” Finaly all meritorious
students after joining their services in the department of Plant Pathology, sarva shri Dr. Dinkar Desai, Dr.
Mukund Patel, Dr. Bhishmadev Patel, Dr. Davabhai, Dr. Jivanlal, Dr. Girish, Dr. subhash, Dr. Sukhdev Prof
Ramanlal, Dr. Sombhai, Dr.Vikram and many more, supported me and my research and extension works.

As mentioned earlier, all principals at that time, my senior and jounior colleagues, all my U.G. &
P. G. students and entire supporting staft of the Department of Plant Pathology, are well deserve for my
many many thanks for their support and contribution in my works. I always remain in their indebtedness
and obligations too.

Last but never the least, I express my wholehearted thanks to Dr. Paneliya, who collected all
information needed for the booklet and compiled it, in a nice way to incorporate in my biography. For
such a painstaking work he visited my home several times and taken interview of my family members. In



addition to this, he had also visited the Dept. of Plant Pathology, approched college principal and traced
out my 73 years old service book in weared & teared condition kept in the basement under the Aditorium
accompanied with two clerks with hand torch light and wooden stick in hands, reason being one cobra
snake has made it’s residence in the basement and was seen wandering inside the basement. what a risky
efforts they had made for such a missionary cause ?

Dr. Paneliya has collected and complied the chronology of my entire services from that teared
service book. Morever, he has taken lots of pains to arrange such a nice commemoration on my compeleting
hundred years. For all the pains taking efforts he deserve’s a specific gratiitude.

Lastly, I express my sincere thanks and congratulation to all my family members, for giving their
moral and financial support for this excellant endeavour. otherwise this would have not been a reality.
Finally all members of the executive committee of the ‘Nivrut-Krushi Adhyapak mandal, Anand’ and all
registered retired pensioners and family pensioners also deserve my gratitude for their gathering here in a
very large numbers.

At the end, my many many gratefulness to all, who have contributed directly or indirectly to this
memmorable celebration honouring to me.

Jay Swaminarayana.

God bless to all of you.
Yours
-Ambalal J. Patel

Looking back with Satisfaction
Working ahead with Confidence
Keep your eyes on Team working.
Your organization whenever groups

have to be formed, put together

team which worked well in the past.




Few Notions from His students, colleagues and
foremosts of BACA

(I) Remembering Prof. Ambubhai Patel on his Centenary Birth Anniversary
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It is always a matter of immense pleasure and thrill for me to recall the days, when I joined the
prestigious, now a heritage institute, B. A. College of Agriculture for postgraduate studies in 1983. The
institute was then served by stalwarts and internationally renowned, learned, devoted, and dedicated
personalities namely Dr. G. J. Patel, Ex. Project Coordinator, BTRS; Dr. B. G. Jaisani, Ex. Dean, BACA;
Dr. M. S. Chari, Ex. Project Director CTRI, Rajahmunery(AP), Dr. N. M. Patel, Ex. Dean, BACA; Prof.
Ambubhai Patel, Dr. M. K. Chakraborty among others. These stalwarts brought much glory and reputation
to this Institute and the erstwhile Gujarat Agricultural University. Their contribution and loyalty to their
mother institute assisted in building and shaping B. A. College of Agriculture’s reputation as a pioneer and
paramount institute in the field of agriculture education across the world. Prof Ambubhai Patel was one of
those eminent personalities, who used to head the Department of Plant Pathology at BACA. I congratulate
him on turning 100 years old and pray for good health. He is the living legend of BACA who has witnessed
BACA'’s every step of growth and development since its establishment in 1947. Prof. Ambubhai Patel’s
reputation as an ideal teacher is well-known and also much deserved.
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I was fortunate to learn sound and application-oriented lessons in agricultural education from him.
Although my association with Prof. Ambubhai Patel was for a very short period, the time I spent with
him remained the most cherished and encouraging for lifetime. I have observed Prof. Ambubhai Patel
as an open-minded, adjustable, light hearted and dedicated personality obedient to his duties as a teacher
and researcher. I found him as a cooperative personality and a true ‘Guru’ with a desperate desire and
eagerness to share his knowledge of his field i.e., Plant Pathology. His expertise in mushroom cultivation
technology and plant pathogenic bacteria was sufficient enough to ignite scientific temperament, curiosity
and encouragement among the researchers. With his special skills and remarkable attitude, he was pivotal in
creating a positive and learning atmosphere. For this reason, even today he is popular among the students.
Though he is small in height, his height as an educationalist was inmeasurable. His memory is still alive in
the hearts of past and present students. Every brick of BACA still feels the vibration of such a renowned
teacher. His contribution to the Department of Plant Pathology will be remembered forever.



Prot. Ambubhai Patel is a great mentor, powerful instructor. and responsible human being. I am
really speechless to express my gratitude to him. Whatever I am today, is the blessings of my ‘Gurus’ like
Prof. Ambubhai Patel and others. I bow my head to such a notable personality who never let down the
agricultural education and the institute.

I convey my best regards to Prof. Ambubhai Patel for all his contributions. It is difficult to encapsulate
his influence on the former and present generations of the students, farmers, colleagues and friends in a
short message like this.

My best complements to prof. Ambubhai sir on turning 100 years old. On behalf of all BACA staff
members as well as the former and present students, I wish him love and a happy and healthy life ahead. We
look forward his blessings and best wishes to guide us on the path of excellence forever in years to come.

(IT) Professor A. J. Patel - One of the efficient teachers

Dr. Sukhadevbhai.T. Patel, Retd.Prof., Pl. Patho. Dept., BACA, AAU, Anand

‘Better than a thousand days of diligent studies in one day with a great teacher’. What could be better
than the above quoted Japanese proverb to indicate the fantastic quality of a good teacher? Spending time
with a marvelous educator has a positive influence not only on one’s academics but overall outlook towards
the society. Prof. A.J. Patel Saheb, one of the first generation professors of our beloved then Institute of
Agriculture/Krishi - Go - Vidya Bhavan, Anand, fondly known as ‘Khetiwadi’ certainly recalls me the
sweet memories of his simplicity, excellent teaching efficiency, devotion to duty, delightful easy-going
personality and many more. With little apprehension that I am too small to justify few but sweet memories
and feelings that I still remember. It’s my privilege and pleasure to put my feelings about Prof. A.J.Patel in
a few words within my limitations.

B.A. College of Agriculture, Anand is my alma mater as I have earned my bachelor and master degrees
from this well - reputed college. Prof. A .J. Patel was our course teacher teaching plant pathology subject
at our under - graduate and post - graduate level. [ was a post- graduate student under his mentorship. I feel
fortunate to be his student both at UG and PG level. My first appointment was in the department of plant
pathology, BACA, Anand. If I am not mistaken, Prof. A. J. Patel retired in the year 1984 from the position
of Professor & Head of this department after a long but successful bright service career. As I reflect on my
PG study phase and a few years of my initial service career under his headship, I am overwhelmed with a
deep sense of gratitude that I feel compelled to express. Working under his guidance was a transformative
experience, shaping not only professional skills but also fostering further interest in the subject. His overall
simplicity in the office fostered an open and inclusive learning and working environment. I could certainly
experience and cherish during my PG study and career as staff member that he was a compassionate person
showing sympathy and concern to each of the students and staff members irrespective of their position.To
me it seems that perhaps nothing is more difficult than being truly simple in present complex society fueled



with many negative factors. Simplicity is not something to be looked down on, but rather a quality of a
person to admire and be cherished. It was easy to approach him even as a student. We have always seen him
in a white ‘Gandhi topi.’

His teaching style was refreshingly uncomplicated as he conveyed complex looking concepts of
a subject in a straightforward way that resonates well with students. Teaching method itself was very
interesting, making the students keenly interested in his classroom. His lectures were free from unnecessary
jargon, making the subject matter easily accessible to the students. A piece of advice makes a difference.
While delivering lectures at our PG level, he used to advise us to refer to additional subject matters from
reference books so as to perform well in the examination. Perhaps his small piece of advice made me more
interested in regularly going to the library during my service career. At this moment, I would like to mention
the quote of St. Jerome ‘Good, better, best, never let it rest till your good is better and better is best’.

His position of General Secretary of Student Representative Council of B. A. College of Agriculture
during his UG level reflects his interest and leadership ability to inspire and motivate others, coupled
with his effective soft communication skills and also sense of fostering unity and collaboration among the
student community.

Considering the basic working facility and capability of the Department of Plant Pathology, ICAR
selected Anand as one of few other centers for a research scheme entitled ‘AICRP on Seedborn Diseases’ in
the year 1980, which later on got renamed as Seed Technology Research. in the year 1991. Prof. A.J. Patel
was heading the department when this research scheme was sanctioned and this scheme is functioning till
date. I feel that his foresight regarding the significant impact of seedborn pathogens causing quantitative
and qualitative loss of crop production has played a crucial role in fetching this ICAR sponsored research
scheme at Anand.

I remember that Rhizobium culture, an unique biofertilizer particularly for pulse crops, was being
masscultured and regularly made available to farmers under able supervision and guidance of Prof. A.J.
Patel.

It’s a matter of pleasure that he is healthy and active at the age of hundred years. Growing age is
inevitable, but growing up is optional. Lailah Gifty Akita said ‘The spirit never ages. It stays forever young.

(IIT) Fargrance of Acquitance with Prof.A. J. Patel
- One of the efficient teachers

Dr. Davabhai J. Patel, Ex. Principal & Dean, B.A.College of Agriculture, Anand

I and my family are extremely happy to learn that Professor Ambubhai J. Patel saheb, native
of village Dabhan, District Kheda, Gujarat, is completing 100 years of his life on August 8, 2024. We are
most confident that by blessing of GOD, he will definitely complete 100 years. Perhaps, I would say that



among employees of earstwhile Institute of Agriculture, Anand, Gujarat Agricultural University, Anand
campus, Anand and presently Anand Agricultural University, Anand till date, we are most fortunate to see
Prof. Ambubhai Saheb to complete 100 years of his life.

He taught me subject of Plant Pathology in B. A. College of Agriculture during my graduate study
from 1963 to 1967. He was very kind and sober teacher having deep knowledge and nice expression of
the subject in the college, always thinking for the welfare and bright future of students. I still very much
remember that he was always coming in the college on bicycle. Another instant that reminds me that myself
and sir went for 21 days training course in First Summer School on Plant Disease Control in the year 1968
organized by ICAR, New Delhi for two weeks in IARI, New Delhi and one week in CPRI, Shimla, HP. I
was filling very much uncomfortable when we both were staying in the same room in the hostel at IARI,
New Delhi. Because I just graduated from the college in 1967 and working as SRA in Plant Pathology
section of BTRS, Anand, even not completed one year of service. But sir was so kind that he treated me like
his son and taking my utmost care during our stay.

It is most fortunate that Prof. Ambubhai saheb taught Plant Pathology to our BAPS ‘Pragat Guruhari
Brahm Swarup Mahant Swamimaharaj’ who graduated from B. A. College of Agriculture, Anand in the
year 1956. After so many years, when Prof. Ambubhai Saheb told me to take him for ‘darshan of Brahm
Swarup Mahant Swamimaharaj ‘at Akshar Farm, Anand, it was surprising for me that ‘Guru Mahant
Swamimaharaj’ told OH.... He is Ambubhai Saheb who was teaching us Plant Pathology in the college. Even
Prof. Ambubhai saheb was very much emotional by seeing ‘Guru Mahant Swamimaharaj’ and told me later
that see Davabhai our college student is most religious and has become Head (Pramukh) of ‘International
BAPS Swaminarayan Sansthan.” He said that it is big proud of our BACA, Anand. Then he told me that
whenever Pujy Mahant Swamimaharaj comes to Anand, kindly take me for his ‘Samip Darshan.” After
retirement even at the age of 84, I was seeing him going on bicycle. Due to late Dr. M.V.Desai saheb who
was my major guide for in service M. Sc. (Agri.) and Ph. D in Plant Pathology, Prof. Ambubhai Saheb is
very close to my family. Of course I used to meet him frequently as he is staying in Vallabh Vidyanagar. He
has some hearing problem but I could see that his memory is very sharp even today. He always asks about
my family with names and activities going on in the Department of Plant Pathology in BACA, Anand.

At the end, I and my family wholeheartedly pray GOD ‘Swaminarayan, Brahm Swarup Pramukh
Swamimaharaj and Pragat Brahm Swarup Mahant Swamimaharaj’ to bless Prof. Ambubhai Saheb for
healthy and peaceful life even to live for more than 100 years.

(IV) Prof. A.J. Patel- Synonym of a Simplicity

Dr. V. R. Gohel, Retd. Asso. Prof., Dept. of Plant Pathology, BACA, Anand

First, heartily Namaskar to my senior most ‘Guruji’ of Plant Pathology, respected Professor A.
J. Patel on his ‘Shatayu Subhechchha Samaroh “ Celebration.



Respected Prof. A. J. Patel Sir (Retd.) served in the Department of Plant Pathology as a Professor &
Head during dt .01/08/1971 to 31/08/1984. He headed the department very smoothly and brilliantly. When
Sir was in the department as a head, [ was doing my M.Sc. (Agri.) Plant Pathology during 1981-82 to 1982-
83, after completion of my graduation in the year of 1981. So, it was my study period in in the department.

I learnt various courses of Plant Pathology through him, like Plant diseases and disease control
during my study period. His way of teaching is very nice with typical sweet voice. He was explaining and
clarifying the subjct matter very clearly in a simple and understandable manner with his own examples of
experiences of experties.

He is a man of simplicity (generally riding his bicycle and white cop), regularity (in time as well as
in work) which we can ever see its reflections in their health and life.

As I have observed that he is of very kind and mild nature. I have never heard him shouting in the
class or department. I think, he believes in ‘simple living and high thinking’ ‘Sir has digested very much
the slogans ‘Health is Wealth and Prevention is better than cure’ as a Plant Pathologist.

Now, sir is going to complete century of life. Regularly he is attending gatherings of “Nivrut Krushi
Adhyapak Mandal,” Anand with the support of family members and wheel chair, that shows his interest and
enthusiasm.

Sir, on this nice occasion of celebration, I Dr. V. R. Gohel (Retd. Assoc. Prof.) and my family
members WISH YOU VERY HAPPY AND HEALTHY LIFE.

“NAMASKAR SIR MY GRAND GURUIJI”

(V) My close consortium with my Guru Ambubhai Patel

Dr. Somabhai K. Patel, Rtd. Prof., Dept of Nematology, B. A. College of Agriculture, AAU, Anand

Shreeji in Guru Charan to Professor Ambubhai J. Patel

I, Dr. Somabhai Keshavlal Patel, got a chance to work as a Lecturer in Department of Plant Pathology
with Prof. Ambubhai Saheb from 1978 to 1982 at B. A. College of Agriculture, Anand. During this period,
whatever I could See about Prof. Ambubhai Saheb is narrated here.

Prof. Ambubhai Saheb is very simple and sober with mild tolerant nature, emotional and always
cooperative. I learnt from him patience, skills, devotion and diplomacy. He always behaved as a friend
with all staff members in the department. So we can share any problem with him without any fear and very



calmly he used to solve it.

Prof. A.J. Patel is very simple and it is the identity that he was always coming to office by bicycle,
till his retirement and even after retirement also, he was coming to the campus from Vallabh Vidyanagr by
cycle to bank or any office work. He always used to wear a white cap(Gandhi toppy) and pant- shirt very
simple. He was very punctual in office time and office work. He always cared for our family members also.
He helped me many a times with simplicity. I learnt a lot of good things from Prof. A. J. Patel Saheb, which
are now [ feel to be very useful in my life, even after my retirement for which I am very much thankful to
him.

In academic life also, I learnt so many things when I was posted in the Department of Plant Pathology,
I was not knowing about microbiology but I learnt easily from him about how to prepare media, and sterilize
them, how to isolate fungal and bacterial pathogens from diseased plants as well as from soil and to identify
them, more over how to prepare rhizobium and azotobacter cultures for farmers. He trained me very quietly
and taught me isolation, inoculation and subculturing techniques in isolation chamber. Once in the isolation
chamber, fire has takenplace due to spirit lamp in the chamber by mistake, so immediately Prof. A.J.Patel
Sir came in the chamber, because chamber was in his office, and taught me how to protect from accidental
situation in future.

He was a best advisor as a major guide. In 1982, I got admission for M. Sc. (Agri.) in Plant Pathlogy
as in-service candidate under him and within a short time, sir retired and settled in Nadiad. Even after
retirement also, he actively guided me whenever required for my study. I also used to meet him very
frequently at any time at his house at Nadiad for completing my research work pertaining to my M. Sc.
(Agri.) study. He gave me full cooperation and very politely explained all the aspects.. Hence I was feeling
simplicity and inspiring nature in him. Due to that only, I completed my study in time.

I and my family pray GOD to bless Prof. Ambubhai Saheb a healthy and peaceful life even beyond
100 years.

(VI) Memorable Freeing with Prof A. J. Patel as his Student & Workmete

Dr. Girish valand, Principal (Retd.), IABMI, AAU, Anand

Prof. A.J. Patel, Prof. Ambubhai and Prof. Ambalal. These very three names were used for him, by
his friends, co-worker, seniors and students too. I have excellent experience with him, while we were teach-
ing the subjects viz, Pl.Path. 506- plant virology & P1.Path. 606- Viral diseases of plants. These two subjects
were recently developed during 1980’s and especially were too new for me. I should say I was not fully

aware of its subject matter. At that time, he (Ambubhai) became a good escort (guide/counnsellor) to instill



in me. He had good subject matter knowlege for both subjects. which has much benefitted to me during
the course of my P.G. studies for inservice Ph.D. study at Bangalare (Now Bangaluru) in Karnataka state
at.G.K.V.K., Habbal campus. I could achieve the specialization in virology only because of the foundation
stone instilled in me by a Prof. Ambubhai. His pioneer guidance of viruses, has been much useful to me
during the establishment of plant virology laboratroy in BACA of erstwhile GAU, now AAU, Anand.

His method of teaching for precedent subjects was very unexcating style. Moreover his discipline
and time bound punctuality have been proved to be foundation pillar for me to srengthen my subject
knowledge. His method of scanning (examination) and style of class room teaching even with large number
of P.G. student were excellant. He was regularly assigining the piece of study work as an assignment from a
book, journal or scientifc periodicals. He was putting with indepth subject comprehension and I was putting
hard work to achieve my better knowledge. Whatsoever, he had taught, in class room and the assignment
he has assigned during a week, I was grasping through revision method of learning at home. Only, because
of his guidence and useful counseling, I could strengthen my knowledge in virology fields, that is how he

had impressed me as a nobel P.G. teacher and a marvellous P.G escort/guide too.

On completion of six years of service (1976-82) in B.T.R.S. I was transferred to the Dept. of Plant
Pathology of ‘BACA’ on the post of Asstt. Professor in the year 1982. On the very first day of my service
there in the department, Ambubhai advised me in his office, saying that “you will ** have to be very
punctual, well disciplined and hard working mentality in this dept. so as to become a good teaching faculty.
Later on I asked him for my sitting place. The answer was to take my sit, in the P. G. lab then. Where P.G.
students were preparing their media and the same place was also used to prepare the tea for the staff of the
dept. I was asked to sit in that room. That is how he wanted to test my patience and mind too. After a week
of time, he asked me about my sitting arrangement, I answerd very polietly, in avry affairmative way and
told him *Sir, I could make good contacts with P.G student and might obsereve their works. Thereby I may

perhaps make a good converstaion with them’

From that very day, I was asked to sit in Prof. Jivanlal’s office room, where a table & chair were

provided. Thus, he expressed his differential method of testing the patience of a newly arrived Colleague.

During the two years time in deparment, I could learn how to behave with HOD and fellow colleagues,
working there If require, he was vary strict for dissipline. At the same time during his relexing mood in
his offce was singing a old picture song with whistle blowing and tapping his two fore finger on the table,
where he used to sit. Thereby he was making any hard work, more and more easier to do with a pleasure. In
those days in our department, the peon named Hiraman who was his special and faithful peon. Ambubhai
always used to take his drinking water and a cup of tea only through Hiramans hands. Not only that, the

movement of files and papers was also done through Hiraman only. What a confidance in Hiraman’s work?

Whenever Ambubhai sir was seen in the relexing mood, Hiraman used to asked all of us to go in

sahb’s room and get your any work done easily. Thus, Hiraman was a very faithful peon, was working as



viaduct betwean Ambubhai, the HOD and all of us comates in the department of plant pathology.

During wo year stay in the department, I could see only twice with loosing his temperament,
alongwith his engry face and lost his posture However at very next moment, he was seen as the light-
hearted personality with his normal relexing face. Always white ‘Gandhian’ cap on his head and each time

bi-cycle riding were his identical self sameness.

He became much happy when I was posted as the Prinipal of ‘IABMI’ of AAU at Anand, where he
was visiting offenly on his bicycle. I was requesting him to keep his cycle at a side there and [ was providing
him the college vechicle for his vist to the dept. of plant pathology and his almametter, BACA too. From
where he had laid down his office on dated back on 31-08-1984 then.

He was always taking much proud for Dr. D.J. Patel, Dr. Jivanlal, Dr. Ashok Mishra and for me
as the principal of IABMI. He was thoroughly satisfied with proud for the progress made by his tutees/

freshmen, trained under him.

‘VANDAN’ and best wishes for his centenary celebration.

(VII) - Prof. Ambubhai Saheb - A Task Master

Dr. B. K. Patel, Soil Scientist (Retd.), GAU, Aanad

I joined B. A College of Agriculture as a student in the year 1960-61. During S.Y. B. Sc.(Agri.)
we were taught bacteriology subject. At that time, six internal examinations were conducted. During third
year of our study BCG vaccine campaign was going on. Even if you have already taken vaccine, it was
compulsory to have vaccine as Dr. M.V. Desai was Head Rector and Prof. Ambubhai Saheb was Assistant
Rector, who was in-charge of Dairy Hostel, in which we were staying. After taking vaccine, majority of
the students had reaction and had fever. Hence some of us could not give test examination of bacteriology
including myself. Dr. Ranchhodbhai Saheb, who was Principal of the college called all those students, who
had missed the test examination. I was one of them, who had not appeared for bacteriology test and we
were asked to give examination immediately. I approached Prof. Ambubhai Saheb and requested him to
give me question paper. As supplementary was not provided by the epartment, I took permission from Prof.
Ambubhaisaheb to get the papers from the hostel. Along with the supplementary, I took class note book
too. As it is difficult to remember scientific names of causal organisms, I copied the same from my class



note and gave answer sheet to Prof. Ambubhaisaheb for checking. Within 10 minutes, he checked my paper
and gave me 34 marks out of 50, whereas I had copied all answers from the class note book given by him.
Then I told him that Sir, I have copied entire paper and I should get 50 out of 50. He told me that youcan
not get full marks as this is a missing test examination. Even in theory papers, wherein objective/subjective
questions were asked and even if you write nearly 90% correct answers, hardly you may get 60-65% marks,
as if they are giving money from their own pockets. Such stringent teachers were there during that period.
But teachers were taking so much care of all the students, as if we are their own wards. During final year
of our study Plant Pathology practicalwastaken by Prof. Amubhaisaheb, wherein we had to prepare a slide
of wheat leaf rust We all had prepared very good slides, but mine was preserved for showing to others. He
was kind hearted, but in giving marks he was not liberal, by and large all teachers were alike. What ever
he had taught us still we remember basics of Bacteriology and Plant Pathology as during our study tenure,

more emphasis was given to practical than the theory.

As Prof. Amubhaisaheb is completing century, we are proud to have a teacher who had taught us
Bacteriology, related to Plant Science, but he has lived with it as he knew the importance of pathogens in
life. May Almighty bless him with good health.

(VIII) CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION LETTER

Dr. Bhishmadev K. Patel, Rtd. Prof. & Head, Pl. Pathology Dept. BACA, Anand
Dear Sir,

I, Bhishmadev K. Patel, am deeply honored to participate in the centennial celebration for my
esteemed mentor, Ambubhai J. Patel, former Professor & Head of the Department of Plant Pathology at
BACA, Institute of Agriculture, Anand.

Reflecting back, I am proud to have been the first postgraduate under the exceptional guidance and
inspiration of Prof. Ambubhai J. Patel in 1967. His mentorship was instrumental in shaping my career and
nurturing my professional development. During my tenure at the institute, approximately 15 students were
enrolled in both MSc and PhD programs under the supervision of Prof. Patel and Dr. M. V. Desai, the HOD.
Despite limited resources and working hours, we were unwavering in our determination and dedication.
The glass house and sterilization room remained open late into the night for our time-sensitive research and

observations, showcasing our commitment.



His leadership fostered a sense of serenity, harmony, and clarity in our academic endeavors. He
promoted active deliberation, stepwise accountability, and collaboration among the staff. His efforts in
updating research materials and strengthening social connections among staff and students were exemplary.

I fondly recall the times during my research compliance when his consistent support and positive
demeanor, even during challenging times, remained steadfast. His gentle guidance and enduring optimism

left a lasting impression on me.

Prof. Patel’s visionary initiatives, coupled with his scientific approach and robust support,
significantly boosted the growth, development, and prosperity of the Department of Plant Pathology.
The enhancements in laboratory facilities, the creation of a dedicated plant-virus research laboratory, and
advancements in plant pathology research and teaching aids are a testament to his unwavering dedication.

Learning about Prof. Patel’s formidable response to the food crisis of 1942-43 and the subsequent
famine deeply highlighted his steadfast commitment to national food security and agricultural research. His
narratives of facing and overcoming the challenges of being an agricultural scientist during those formative

years have shown how he transformed significant obstacles into remarkable achievements.

Sir, heartfelt congratulations on this centennial year. [ wish you a peaceful, healthy, and prosperous
life ahead. My sincere thanks go to Mr. Hemant Bhai Patel and his family for their utmost care and the
facilities provided for this event. I also acknowledge the moral support from elders and others, and the
initial and extensive support of Lt. Kamlaben and his daughter, Illaben.

I am deeply grateful to the organizing committee of the Centennial Celebration for their efforts in
making this event a grand success.

With warm regards and fond memories,

- Bhishmadev K. Patel

(IX) MY Grandpa - Prof. A.J. Patel

Even before I could understand the weight of his career and influence, I knew my grandfather was
a teacher at heart. [ was born in America but was raised in India for enough years to have sunlit memories
of him. He taught me to seek knowledge and love the world around me, whether this was through books or
from the back of his bicycle. I hope to pass his values on throughout my life, and will always remember his
dedication to his family.

Cherishma
“DOHITRI”
(Grand daughter)



(X) Alphabetic Attributes of the name : Ambalal Jivabhai Patel

Dr. Jayram Paneliya, Prof. (Retd.), B.A.CA, GAU, Anand

A | Agriculturalist, agricultural scientist, educationalist, planner, and a boffin all rolled into one.

Meaningful and mighty are your achievement with a spirited reminiscemce,
unforeseen.

Basic element for the development of the Department of Plant Pathology at B. A. College of
B | Agriculture, from 1960 onwards. Bicycle being the basic vehicle, you could drive up to the age of
84 years.

>

At all activities related to agricultural sciences, you always remained ahead of time.

=

Loyalty, honesty, punctuality, and commitment always remained with you.

An agriculturalist’s child, born at Debhan village, to be the benefactor of agricultural education
research and extension activities.

=

Looking ahead for the long lasting planning of the works, as a leader of the team.

“Jyotirdhara,” as the first General Secretary of the SRC of B. A. College of Agriculture.

Inspiring and the preacher of progress at galloping stride.

Visionary, inspiring, inventive, and creative personality.

Always attired in simple clothes, a man believing in “simple living and high thinking.”

® |-~

Believer of action, your works became pivotal in the development of national agricultural research.

Honest, humble, and humane with highest work for the betterment of agricultural
education, and reasearch too.

Ahead of all, at all the times and all the days, althroughout his life.

- | /o

Inspiring is your nature and always interested in betterment of research and education.

‘Progress or Perish’ is your dictum and the work modesty is your vision.

>

A Gandhian follower, always with a Gandhi cap on your head and cycle as your transport vehicle.

-

Token of love and respect, we offer and the generations will tell

Elevated you are. Helped by father Late’ Jivabhai,” mother’ Lt ‘Dahiba’ and your better half, “Smt.
Late Kamlaben.’

L | Long live and remain healthy with joy in your life.
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3 Dr. K. D. Mevada Secretary 96625 27827
4 Dr. A. D. Patel Joint Secretary 98790 00609
5 Dr. P. M. Bhatt Treasurer 98248 39456
6 Dr. N. P. Patel Member 99989 68794
7 Dr. J. P. Prajapati Member 99049 17578
8 Dr. D. M. Korat Member 99090 98085
9 Dr. H. R. Kher Memebr 94276 10938
10 Dr. J. R. Paneliya Advisor 97259 66176
11 Dr. B. K. Patel Advisor 98245 39621
12 Smt. Harshaben Shelat Co-opt. Member 95108 84257

13 Dr. S. M. Khanorkar Co-opt. Member 99042 38359




CONTAINER
BISTRO

creating unique & cozy to bring authentic flavours
environment that encourages from around the world

togetherness & celebration

. ) (o offert exceptional
enhance experience with e 7

. dining expertence

not only food but service too g
aimed at people who E to create an environmen, / for
amily & friends

share our love for flavours

Dusiness

Jounded in 2015

has seen sizeable
year on year growth

enhance experience with
not only food but service too

Nr. Umang Party Plot, Opp. TVS Showroom, Anand-Chikhodra Rd., Anand 388 0O1.
+9199784 45535 - Email : containerbistro2015@gmail.com - contrainerbristro.in
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